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LIFE SKETCH. 



ft 



Francis B. Knowles of Worcester passed 
to his higher home, May 15, 1890, in Wash- 
ington, D. C, while on his way from his 
winter residence in Winter Park, Fla. His 
earnest interest in Christian work and his 
charitable nature have given him a national 
reputation. His constant motto, from the time 
of his early conversion, was: "The world shall 
be better for my having passed through it." 
His life has made the motto true. 

The entire career of Mr. Knowles empha- 
sizes the truth of the proverb that the child is 
the father of the man. This memorial, which 
so largely deals with the closing scenes of his 
busy life, would not be complete without some 
* brief reference to his earlier days. 

Like nearly all the men who have made 
O* Worcester, his boyhood's home was in the 

^ country. If we take the "biographical records" 

W of the volume "Worcester, Past and Present," 

as representative of the population, it is safe to 



a* say that certainly one out of every twenty who 
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have made Worcester what it is, have come 
from homes outside its borders. The country 
towns have been the springs that have added to 
the rise of the river of activities called our city. 
Very few of these early homes were in the city. 
Most of these men were trained in habits of fru- 
gality from their earliest remembrance. They 
were bearing hardships in a school eminently 
useful in fitting them for the struggles of life. 

Two brothers and two sisters formed the lit- 
tle family in Hardwick, of which Francis B. 
Knowles was the youngest child. One sister 
only of the children remains. In a special man- 
ner, the two brothers were attached to each 
other. The name they bore in the days of their 
great business success seems fitting when applied 
to them among the hills of their native place, — 
L. J. Knowles and brother. Lucius was the 
senior of Francis by four years, but their lives 
were hardly to be thought of as separated from 
each other. When at the age of fourteen years 
Lucius left the home to make his way out into 
the world, his going almost broke Francis' 
heart. When left to attend to the farm duties 
alone, the younger brother was often seen with 
tear-suffused face whenever he mentioned, or 
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heard mentioned, the name of his brother. The 
increasing time of their separation never weak- 
ened this affection. It seems remarkable that 
both should have lived to the same time of life; 
both should have died of the same disease, — 
neuralgia of the heart, — and both (in the inter- 
val of six years), dying in the same city, — 
Washington. In life they were united, and 
now are together again. 

The boy Francis never neglected his work for 
play. Duty with him was always before pleas- 
ure. Work was never a drudgery with him. 
He was a faithful son; closely attending to the 
wishes of his father and mother. 

The later characteristics of business tact were 
early developed. He had a deep fondness for 
trading in what should yield him a profit, 
although many an early trade probably paid him 
only in experience. While his brother was con- 
structing sawmills, and sawing potatoes, Francis 
was as interested in the transfer of a knife as in 
that of horses. He was the Yankee-boy of 
Hardwick. His joyous disposition made him a 
favorite among the neighbors. In play and at 
work, he was always the same cheery nature. 
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He was fond of leadership, the boys flocking 
where he happened to be. 

His benevolent nature revealed itself in his 
delight as a boy, in taking the elderly ladies of 
the neighborhood to church. This same charac- 
teristic was seen in the years of his later life, 
when his horses and carriages were generously 
placed at the disposal of the occupants of the 
Aged Women's Home. He wished others to 
enjoy all that interested him. Although not a 
professor of religion until after his marriage, he 
was always conscientiously interested in what- 
ever pertained to the Church. 

After more than an average education, he be- 
gan his public career in teaching school for one 
term in the neighboring town of Dana. From 
Dana, he removed to Gloversville, 'N. Y., where 
he continued the work of teaching. The school- 
room, however, was too narrow a sphere for such 
as he. While teaching the children he had an 
lookout upon the business world. As a sales- 
man for a large manufacturing firm, he enjoyed 
the travelling from town to town, almost over 
New England, while the firm recognized his 
efficiency in the constantly increasing trade 
brought to them. When but twenty-two years 
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of age, Mr. Knowles entered upon a business 
career of his own, in the manufacture of gloves, 
and in the clothing trade. 

At the same time of the opening of his busi- 
ness career, he married Miss Ann Eliza Pool, to 
whom in that happy home two children, Lila 
and Frank, were born. Never to the day of his 
death did he cease his affection for Gloversville. 
The twenty-one years of social, business and 
religious experience well fitted him for greater 
usefulness to come. 

In the year 1863, at the urgent request of his 
brother Lucius, he removed with his family to 
Warren, Mass. It was there that the manufac- 
ture of looms was begun. In 1866, the whole 
manufacturing plant was removed to Worcester, 
which city became from that time his home. 
The growth of the marvellous industry may be 
recognized in the present success as compared 
with the humble beginning. The first loom was 
built in a small room by a creative force of one 
woodworkman and two machinists. The roll of 
workmen at the time of his death numbered 
over nine hundred, in a building with a floorage 
of about five acres. 

On the 23d of April, 1867, Mr. Knowles 
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brought to his home, as the mother of his chil- 
dren, Miss Hester A. Greene, who, with three 
children of this marriage (Mabel R., Fannie W. 
and Lucius J.), survives him. With love and 
affection, the new mother guarded the children, 
motherless for two years when she found 
them. Once again, with a completed home, 
the course of his life was happily continued in 
the Christian and philanthropic movements of 
the city. 

It was a blessing to the Christian Church 
when so active and intense a nature was enlisted 
in its favor. With all the accumulation of 
wealth, he became more and more truly self- 
forgetful. His plans were for others. His gifts 
were largely where he became personally per- 
suaded by his own observation that they were 
needed. He has been the largest giver to 
Rollins College, Winter Park, with the exception 
of the founder. His has been a ready hand 
reached out in every line of charity in Worcester. 
The Home for Aged Men, that for Aged Women, 
the Young Men's Christian Association, and, 
from his bed of death, the gift of $5,000 for the 
Young Women's Home — all these only serve to 
represent the breadth of his sympathy. Multi- 
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tildes during the past twenty years have known 
the reliefs brought by his silent gifts. 

His faith was his chiefest characteristic. His 
trust was without wavering; his wealth never 
made it less. He loved the cause of his Saviour. 
For years, after yielding to the weakness and 
sufferings which at the last terminated in his 
death, he chose the after-dinner hour of each 
Sabbath for gathering up whatever of interest 
should be found in the Congregationalist. From 
these he drew his inferences as to the demands 
of the wide field. Upon the reading of articles 
bearing upon the public and ecclesiastical ques- 
tions, his comments were freely in the line of 
progress. He loved his home, his church and 
his denomination. 

To Mr. Knowles was largely due the great 
movement in Worcester which resulted in the 
formation of the Plymouth and the Piedmont 
Churches. The first meeting for the formation 
of the latter was held in his parlor. He became 
the first superintendent of its flourishing Sabbath 
school. He was its first chosen deacon, an office 
he held up to the time of his death. The Pied- 
mont Church may almost be said to have divided 
his attention and love with that for his beloved 
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family. At the formation of the Pilgrim Church 
he was a bountiful benefactor. 

The remarkable gathering at the funeral ser- 
vices is a comment upon his relation to the city 
of his adoption. Besides the crowding of the 
spacious Piedmont Church, hundreds were out- 
side unable to gain entrance. Representative 
men of all classes and professions, as well as 
those of humbler stations, testified to their ap- 
preciation of the great loss to the city. The 
poor have lost in him a sympathizing friend and 
helper. 
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The following lines, found in the desk of Mr. 
Knowles after his death, bear witness alike to 
his sufferings and his faith. They read almost 
as if written for him; and certainly he adopted 
them as his own : — 

I SHALL BE WELL AGAIN. 



Though an invalid tossed with pain, 

I wearily here must wait, 
I know I shall be well again, 

When I enter at heaven's gate. 

Though my feet are growiug weary, 
And heavily drag with pain, 

1 know I shall trip again lightly, 
For I soon shall be well again. 

Well, when I've crossed the river, 

Beyond the chilling tide, 
Well, when I see my Saviour, 

And am welcomed to his side. 

Though ray head with pain is aching, 
And my pulse is beating fast, 

I know, with a rapturous feeling, 
That I shall be well at last. 

Through life, in pain and sorrow, 

I journey here below, 
To a land of rest and healing, — 

To my Father's house I go. ' 

Why here on earth I suffer, 
Is a mystery deep, I ween ; 

But when our eyes are opened, 
We shall see as we are seen. 

So I cheerfully bear the anguish, 
That tortures Jt>ody and brain, 

And wait for the joyful morning 
When I shall be well again. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICES. 



The services of consolation were as quiet and 
undemonstrative as possible, in accordance with 
the expressed wishes of the family. 

Those at the bereaved home were made all the 
more impressive by the presence of a few life- 
long friends gathered with the family. After a 
brief reading from the Scriptures by the pastor, 
prayer was offered by Julius H. Seelye, D. D., 
President of Amherst College, and for many 
years an intimate friend of Mr. Knowles. 
The sacred associations of that beautiful home 
were not disturbed by the intrusion of anything 
outside the purest simplicity, and the loving re- 
gards of those who knew him so well. 

The more public services were held in the 
Piedmont Church, where the varied interests 
and associations connected with his later active 
career were represented. Every sitting in the 
commodious edifice was occupied, and all the 
possible available space was taken by hundreds 
of others whose sympathies were words in silence. 
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Outside the church, the sidewalks were lined 
with hundreds who could not gain admittance. 

The employees of the Knowles Loom Works 
occupied the pews on the north side of the audi- 
torium. The congregations of Piedmont and 
Pilgrim Churches were very fully represented, 
as was the Congregational denomination of the 
city, with which Mr. Knowles has for many 
years been closely identified, and a very gener- 
ous contributor. The Central National Bank, 
of which he was a director, was represented by 
President Joseph Mason and P. L. Moen, bear- 
ers, and by HenryA. Marsh, Samuel E. Heywood, 
A. N. Currier, and Waldo Lincoln, fellow- 
directors. The Crompton Loom Works was 
represented by Horace Wyman, Justin A. Ware, 
H. Winfield Wyman, John P. Syme, A. A. 
Gordon and A. P. Butler. 

The body was in charge of the following 
friends: Joseph Mason and P. L. Moen repre- 
senting the Central National Bank, Deacons 
Lyman Drury, C. T. Haynes and Samuel E. 
Hildreth representing the Church, and H. H. 
Merriam, John M. Russell and George F. 
Hutchins representing the loom works. 
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The rendering of the following hymn by the 
Church Quartette began the services: — 

With silence only as their benediction, 

God's angels come 
Where, in the shadow of a great affliction, 

The soul sits dumb. 

Yet would we say, what every heart approveth, — 

Our Father's will, 
Calling to him the dear ones whom he loveth, 

In mercy still. 

Not upon us or oars the solemn angel 

Hath evil wrought ; 
The funeral anthem is a glad evangel ; 

The good die not. 

God calls our loved ones, but we lose not wholly 

What he has given ; 
They live on earth in thought and deed, as truly 

As in his heaven. 

Appropriate selections of Scripture were read 
by the Kev. C. M. Southgate of the Pilgrim 
Church ; after which the quartette sang " Conso- 
lation " as written by Howard M. Dow. Its 
verses carry their own beautiful lessons. 

CONSOLATION. 

Come unto ine, when shadows darkly gather, 
When the sad heart is weary and distrest ; 
Seeking for comfort from your Heavenly Father, 
Come unto me, and I will give you rest. 
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Large are the mansions in thy Father's dwelling, 
Glad are the homes that sorrows never dim ; 
Sweet are the harps iu holy music swelling, 
Soft are the tones which raise the heavenly hymn. 

There, like an Eden blossoming in gladness, 
Bloom the fair flow'rs the earth too rudely pressed. 
Come unto me all ye who droop in sadness,— 
Come unto me, and I will give you rest. 
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ADDRESS BY THE REV. D. 0. MEARS, D.D. 



There is darkness only beneath the cloud, while 
the sun is shining above. And yet, not total 
darkness, since no cloud is heavy enough to 
keep back the golden brightness above. The 
tears are all on the earth; God wipes them all 
away in the Better Land. 

We are born to die, in order to live. Except 
a grain of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit. The only hold this earth has upon 
the race is through the body of flesh ; and the 
flesh is only a thread which is soon cut off, and 
we fly away. It was expedient that Christ 
should go away, in order that the disciples 
might have their gaze distracted from the 
earthly body and fixed upon the spiritual. The 
real man is not what the physicians strive to 
keep alive; it is not that which fevers can burn 
and consumption weaken. 

It is not the body of flesh that holds the 
higher nature, but the immortal that keeps for 
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its use a little while the body of death. It is no 
argument against immortality when the cords of 
this life break. The real man bears the image 
of God, rather than of even the most comely 
form that ever came from the dust. It is this 
true man that controls the heart and hands and 
feet of this earthly body. The weakness of 
physical disease in no sense weakens the spirit- 
ual being. Man is not made for the earth. 
With all its fascinating beauty the globe is too 
narrow an abode for the sons of God. 

The outlook of the spiritual nature is beyond 
what mortals see. The soul can not be smaller 
than its far reaching thoughts. It never rests 
this side of the firmament. It thinks of streets 
somewhere where angels walk, and of mansions 
where the glorified dwell. It peoples a world 
in imagination unassisted by even a revelation. 
Wildest natures dream of it in their waking 
hours. Immortality is the last fond conviction 
that can be wrested from us. History records 
the clingings of the race to the paradise by the 
Euphrates; while its longings end in the re- 
vealed Paradise of God by the river of life. 
Skeptical scientists are more and more coming 
to recognize the sequence of all these aspira- 
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tions, as declaring the existence of another and 
a better life than this we live here. 

The great Master assumed these nobler and 
higher conceptions in the human heart when he 
said to the disciples, "In my Father's house are 
many mansions, if it were not so I would have 
told you." Revelation intensifies this longing 
of our natures. It supernaturally declares what 
we naturally believe. It fortifies the purest con- 
ceptions of our inmost being. It reveals man 
to himself as made to outlive the ages. It pic- 
tures Heaven itself as not too good for the re- 
deemed son of God. It does not tell us what 
we shall be, but it declares that when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him. It makes us 
know that the highest desires of the earth shall 
be wanting there. Here, health and hunger go 
together; there they shall hunger no more. 
The figure agrees with that sublime teaching of 
the Apostle, that the lack of what this earthly 
body craves for its own good, proves that it 
has no part in the spiritual world. "As we 
have borne the image of the earthly we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly." "Flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God." 
The messengers in the spiritual world need no 
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such bodies as these to bear them on their 
messages of love. The Lamb that is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters. 

Between this earthly existence and that to 
come, death is the latch of the gate. It is the 
loosing of the silver cord; the breaking of the 
golden bowl; the breaking of the pitcher at the 
fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. 
"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it 
was; and the spirit shall return to God who 
gave it." Looked upon in this light, which the 
Scriptures emphatically teach, death is not to 
be dreaded. It means the separation for a sea- 
son — but that is all, — to those whose trust is in 
God. It is the looked-for time of the longed- 
for release. It is the farewell to the aches and 
pains of the body of death, and the release of 
the real image of God as He made it to live 
forever. The last gift of earth, after it has 
done its all, is a grave; but death unlocks the 
entrance into the deathless life. This side of 
death is the sorrow; that side is the joy. Here 
we mourn; there they wonder why they ever 
wept at all. Here we are oppressed; there they 
are free. " So when this corruptible shall have 
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put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up of victory. O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

You never see the beautiful butterfly hover 
around its cast-off chrysalis. Life in the higher 
resurrection of the beautiful creature is too 
beautiful for such a descent backwards to the 
former mode of life. Philosophy and religion 
breathed in the words of Mr. Beecher: "when 
you shall stand upon my grave, don't look down 
upon it as though I were there; but to turn 
your faces toward me, you must look up." The 
death of the Christian is his going home. Beau- 
tiful as are these friendships and ties of earth, it 
is more beautiful and sublime to dwell with the 
hosts of heaven. The believer's hope is there, 
not here; therefore death is not the personation 
of gloom. 

Could these silent lips speak, they would bid 
us remember that the hope of the Christian is 
supreme in the living Christ. Judging from the 
trust of his life-time, we should hear again the 
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words of Paul : " Thanks be to God who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The time of his victory has come. In all the 
years, whether of earlier adversity or later pros- 
perity, his deep and abiding love in Jesus Christ 
has never changed. With all the accumulations 
of earthly treasures, they have never turned his 
mind and heart away from the Saviour whom he 
delighted to serve. No crowding business could 
keep him from the most precious hour of his 
home, when with his family around him, he 
could commit them one and all to the care of 
the Good Shepherd. Each one of them can re- 
call the mention of their names, as he sought 
the favor of God upon them all. Away from 
home, it was the same, — the father praying for 
the children dearer to him than life itself. 

Were any one characteristic to represent Dea- 
con Knowles more fully than another, it would 
be his faith. His nature was keenly sensitive. 
With an intuition of the needs for Christian 
aggressiveness, he more than once stood in the 
van of all others. He had a strong conviction 
of the religious needs of the city, and from the 
moment of his perception nothing might stand 
in the way. His faith did not rest upon any 
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counting of costs. If he were able, and it 
seemed wise, his generous purposes were imme- 
diately thrown in the line of his faith. It was 
not the question, who should sacrifice for the 
object that seemed uppermost; if it seemed that 
the Master needed it, the work must be done. 
It was in this way, the great movement in 
Mechanics Hall was begun ; and the end has justi- 
fied his judgment. Then later, when the divi- 
sion came, he was the first to suggest the found- 
ing of this Piedmont Church, side by side with the 
other bearing the name of Plymouth. The first 
meeting in its favor was held in his house. 
Great numbers counted the scheme as visionary, 
but nothing could deter him from carrying it on. 
The question of paying its cost occasioned deep 
thought upon his part as well as upon that of 
others, but however such questions should be 
met, he said the Meeting-house must be built, 
and it was built. It is safe to say, without this 
aggressive spirit on his part, the opportunity of 
Piedmont Church would have been missed. 
Whatever drafts were to come later, his vision 
was right, and the end has justified it. He 
builded in faith, risking the object upon the 
Christian heroism of all in the coming days. 
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What was so manifest in outward matters 
was true in his personal experience. The faith 
in his heart prompted the faith in his works. 
He battled against weakness and sufferings long 
before they could stay him from the place of 
prayer. It was no mere sentiment with him, 
thus to worship, but now, in the world whose 
light is not dimmed by the darkness, and whose 
realities leave no veil between him and the di- 
vine glory, his prayers are still heard as he 
speaks with God, face to face. 

The Church has lost in him the earthly activi- 
ties, but it will ever cling to his memory. 

In his later interest in the Pilgrim Church, he 
was acting out his desire for the privileges of 
worship for the multitudes. Providentially, our 
city has a large debt owing such men as those 
of the class to which Deacon Knowles belonged. 
He stood with such men, and it will take the 
reckonings of the Last Day to reveal their power 
in making this a city of churches, as it is. 

His remembrance of the work of Christ in the 
institutions of charity were all in the same line. 
It was a fitting climax to his deeds that the 
needs of the young women in our city should be 
recognized from what has proved to be his bed 
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of death. Therefore it is, that we must look 
upon his death as the crown of his life and love. 
This is not defeat, hut a victory in Him who 
abolished death and brought life to light. 

Shall we not repeat: there is no darkness 
here? What is this but gaining the victory? 
Could we but push back the curtains of our 
short-sightedness, what hosts we should see, 
and what multitudes there would be who have 
ascended one by one from amongst us! Were 
our ears not so dull, what music there would be, 
to catch our raptured hearing 1 The vast major- 
ities are in "the silent halls of the hereafter ." 

u The living are the only dead ; 
The dead live, — nevermore to die ; 
And often when we mourn them fled, 
They never were so nigh. 



Or why should memory, veiled with gloom, 
And like a sorrowing mourner craped, 
Sit weeping o'er an empty tomb, 
Whose captives have escaped? 



Nay, Hope may whisper with the dead 
By bending forward where they are ; 
But memory, with a backward tread, 
Communes with them afar. 
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The joys we lose are but forecast, 
And we shall find them all once more ; 
We look behind us for the past, 
But lo, 'tis all before." 

I have sought in these words the farthest re- 
move from a eulogy. It is not needed. They 
who dwelt nearest him knew best the sincere 
earnestness of his motives. His motto was this: 
"The world shall be better for my having 
passed through it;" and it is. No man has a 
right to do less than this, yet how many fail ! 

Deacon Knowles was one whose intuition 
grasped the object whose consummation he did 
his best to hasten. Sometimes it seemed as 
though the grasp of the object almost led him 
to be impatient for its attainment. When his 
purpose was fixed, the work must be done. Ill 
health often and long hindered him from the 
activity which he thought was needed, but he 
patiently sought the end. With so earnest a 
nature, and so intense, the world must have 
often seemed very slow to Trim. For him to begin, 
was to finish. His wealth in charity was cast 
in the direction of his prayers. His prosperity 
seemed to humble him yet more. He was a 
conscious steward for his Saviour. He would be 
the last to allow us to speak of him as perfect, 
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but if we judge him by his motives, so clear in 
his transparent nature, he would stand the test 
of following his Saviour closely. 

The end of life to the Christian is rest. No 
more toil and no more pain. The hands folded 
for the last time remind us that the spirit is free. 
The stillness of his heart does not suggest any 
cessation of his sympathy. The other world 
has more activities than this. At rest from the 
weariness of earth, our friend lives in the joys 
of heaven. 

His thoughts were always for others, and now 
they remember him. For the past eight years, 
he has hardly known the absence of pain, and 
with it the apprehension of a sudden death 
was never removed. He needed no parting 
words; they had been spoken for years. In 
all these eight years, no shadow of impatience 
or complaint came from him in his home. He 
wished the home to be prepared, and no stint was 
placed upon the best that could be done for the 
loved family whom he was preparing to leave. 
It was his last expressed wish that he might 
reach that home once more to bless with his 
love the children, but he ended his wish with 
the suggestion that the Lord's will was best. 
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His paramount interest, as marked by his 
faith, was the saving of souls. For this, those 
knowing him most intimately say he would die, 
if it were necessary, that he might be the means 
of turning them to his, and their, Saviour. The 
best wish that can be expressed in such a ser- 
vice as this, is, that from the sacredness of this 
hour impressions shall be formed resulting in 
the turning of multitudes Christward; this, the 
best coronation of a memory that shall make the 
joys of Heaven greater, among whose unnum- 
bered multitudes he has his part in the worship 
and the song that are eternal. 
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REMARKS OF THE REV. GEORGE H. GOULD, D.D. 



I venture to protract this service with only 
the briefest additional word of personal tribute. 
Providentially associated with this beloved 
brother at the very beginning of this Church 
organization, it falls to my lot to be able to give 
testimony on some points not permitted perhaps 
to a later witness — or at least to corroborate 
what has already been said. It is simply due 
then to history now to say that he whose lifeless 
form lies before us was the founder — the human 
founder — of Piedmont Church. His prophetic 
eye, beyond that of any other, half a generation 
ago, saw the great opportunity opening wide its 
doors at this then somewhat distant South End 
of our city, for a great Christian work, with a 
glorious and constantly widening outlook of 
usefulness. 

Piedmont Church, my friends, was not an 
accident. It was not a mere human device; it 
was not simply the outcome of divergent opin- 
ions entertained by Christian brethren. It was 
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a command and a demand, voiced by the imper- 
ative providence of God to his loyal people here, 
to arise and build for the honor of his name. 
Obedient then, to this divine call, this brother, 
associating himself with a little band of as noble 
men and women as ever did service for Christ 
in any city or community, and assuming natural 
and recognized leadership among them, without 
stint gave his money, his time, his labor and his 
prayers for the consummation of this enterprise. 
He gave to it thoughtful days, and, as I have 
occasion to know, he gave to it sleepless nights. 
More truly then, than can be said of any other 
human being, this Church was born of his heart 
and his brain. "Though ye have ten thousand 
instructors in Christ yet have ye not many fath- 
ers." Those who have known Piedmont Church 
only in these recent years of its conspicuous 
prosperity, established success and wide-reach- 
ing influence, can have little conception of some 
of the birth-throes, of some of the earlier strug- 
gles of this infant organization, before it had 
reached a recognized position of church power 
in our city. To this brother, more than to any 
other, is due the wise selection of this site for 

this building. Of him, more than of any other, 

3 
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it can be said he gave his time, his influence and 
his personal supervision to the erection of this 
beautiful Christian sanctuary. Those of you who 
have visited St. Paul's in London have noticed 
a plain marble slab bearing the name of Christo- 
pher Wren, the great architect of that buiding, 
and underneath his name the simple line, "Si 
momentum requires circumspice." (If you seek 
his monument look around you.) The walls of 
this beautiful Christian temple will stand for 
generations, in a very important sense, a monu- 
ment to the Christian sagacity, fidelity and con- 
secration of this beloved brother to whom we 
now pay our last earthly tribute of affection and 
respect. Yet he did not put the supreme stress 
of his work on this material edifice. The build- 
ing up of this Church as a true spiritual house, 
as a holy temple unto God and the fit habitation 
for the in-dwelling of his spirit, more than any- 
thing else occupied his heart. He was among 
our first deacons, and for years served as the 
first superintendent of our Sunday-school. I 
can bear witness that during all those years 
he carried constantly and prayerfully on his 
heart the burden of unconverted scholars in this 
school. He was instant in season and out of 
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season in striving to bring men to God. He 
was one of the most successful in personal work 
I ever met, and many a star, I must believe, 
now shines in his crown of glory. 

His place was seldom vacant, and his voice 
seldom silent in the meetings of prayer. In 
sympathy and readiness, he was his pastor's 
right-hand helper in all my ministry here. 

Hindered as he was by growing physical 
infirmities in these recent years, and obliged to 
intermit nearly all active labors, yet this Church 
he has borne constantly on his heart. His pray- 
ers have ceaselessly gone up for its prosperity. 
Laid aside from active work he has signally 
verified the line, "They also serve who only 
stand and wait." And how has he served in 
waiting, these last years? With what fidelity, 
liberality and largeness of vision, has he exer- 
cised his stewardship for the Master? As I 
stand here to-day looking for the last time upon 
the face of this beloved brother — as one more 
fellow-worker unto the Kingdom lays down his 
armor and goes up to join the great Company 
in White — through the riven sky, I seem to 
hear again that heavenly voice which caught the 
entranced ear of John of Patmos " Blessed are 
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the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labors, and their works do follow them. 

The following prayer was offered by the 
pastor: — 

Our Father ! there are no clouds ; there is no darkness in 
the vicinity of thy throne. They are all of our making ; of 
thy permission. We see as through a glass darkly ; we do 
not stand face to face with the multitude of the redeemed 
and with the Redeemer. We fchank thee, that thou hast 
placed above thy throne the sign of the promise thou wilt 
always keep ; that thou hast flung it upon the skies above 
us ; that every year of our lives we have seen it from time 
to time, bearing witness that springtime, summer and win- 
ter, sun and rain shall not cease. 

Dear Father ! thou beholdest this stricken family ; thou 
hast seen them in their home that has been so truly a home 
of love. Thou hast dwelt with thy servant who is now with 
thee and with thy child whom thou hast left with us here. 
They have walked through life with nothing that would sep- 
arate, with only love that would draw them together, while 
each has always looked toward thee. Thou hast given them 
these children to rise up and call them blessed. Thou hast 
looked upon them in all sorrows as thy servants. Thou 
didst see her of the now heavy heart when years ago with 
the burden of love for thy servant and his motherless chil- 
dren she came to them, and blessed the home that by her 
coming was again made whole. Our Father, where the af- 
fections of this life which thou hast given them have been 
so deep, sorrow must be deeper ; where the heart has been 
so strongly fixed, grief must find very deep roots. We pray 
thee, fling thy rainbow over that home ; strengthen their 
hearts ; may they not look down ; may they remember they 
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soon shall again see those whom they cannot now see ; may 
they see thy face very clear we pray thee ; and may this 
new grief, of whose intensity they could not have dreamed, 
bring them very close to thee. 

Wilt thou give thy blessing upon these children. May 
these sons and these daughters, rising up as they do to call 
him blessed whom thou did so much want for thyself, stand 
as their father always stood by the side of the Saviour. We 
pray that thy blessing rest upon them ; and with such an 
example before them may they seek to accomplish what he 
would accomplish. We pray that they may have such mo- 
tives as his, and go on with such purity of purpose, seeking 
to do their Father's will. 

We pray thee, Father, look upon and give thy blessing 
upon these grandchildren. How many times these hands 
now so still, have been placed on their heads ! How many 
times these lips, now so silent, have spoken their precious 
names ! How many times in common conversation has he 
spoken to each of the love of the Saviour for them ! Thou 
hast treasured all tears, all hopes and all prayers, and wilt 
bring them to pass. 

We pray for thy blessing upon the sister who is left. 
Thou hast known her sorrows, and now, following the last 
of the family, she has come hither. We thank thee for the 
hope inspired by communion with these brothers thou hast 
taken, of the hope eternal that never fades. Give, we pray 
thee, thy blessing on the family in all its membership. We 
pray that thou wilt watch over them as the members grow 
less. May their faith grow strong ; and may the remnant 
left on earth catch a double portion of the Spirit from those 
gone higher. 

We pray for thy blessing to rest upon this Church. Thou 
hast called to thyself him whom thou didst send, and whom 
thou didst ordain for the work which he has accomplished 
and is yet accomplishing in blessed memory. We pray as 
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we remember these things that we may receive thy blessing ; 
and that we may remember with gratitude what he has done. 

Oh God, our Father! let our hearts be lifted up to thee. 
As one after another, and one after another, have been 
called hence in the years that are passed, have they clasped 
hands as they met? have they wept together and ceased 
their weeping to rejoice with joy unspeakable as they met? 
Our Father, thou knowest. Our eyes cannot see nor our 
ears hear, neither hath it entered into the heart of one of us 
to conceive the things which thou hast prepared for them 
that love thee. We cease imagining, but know they have 
met in thy presence and received the clasp of the pierced 
hand. 

Grant thy blessing on the membership of this Christian 
Sabbath-school, that in the years past has received rich in- 
struction, and in the later years so much more prayer be- 
cause so much less could be done in the bodily presence. 

Give thy blessing, we pray thee, on these men who have 
gathered here. May they heed this great lesson of the day, 
and be prepared for that time when, failing in strength, 
their lips shall be silent in the earth. 

We pray thee, our Father, give thy blessing on those who 
would engage in thy work ; may they receive the power of 
that spirit which shall enable them to stand in thy presence 
with thy beloved, because they love thee. 

Grant thy blessing on this neighborhood ; upon our city ; 
upon all mourners of whatever name or denomination. 
Among all these of various names, may each one see that 
they who truly love thee are all of one family, of one name 
and one faith. 

Father give thy blessing to those who in their poverty 
have so often come to him who is now with thee. Where 
will they go? Thou knowest how many hungry ones have 
been fed. We have no record, thou hast. How many a 
sorrowing one has come to thy servant we do not know ; 
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but thou hast kept the books. Inasmuch as he has done it 
unto one of the least of these in thy name he has done it 
unto thee. May we catch the same spirit to feed the hun- 
gry, clothe the naked, and speak words of comfort to those 
who are in despair. Make us to be his lips ; make us to be 
his hands ; make us to be his feet ; that remembering his 
spirit we may continue his work so far as he followed thee, 
his blessed Master. 

Our Father, hear us, watch over us, keep us ; and when 
thou art through with us, each and all, call us home in thine 
own way, be it sudden or be it slow, call us home that we 
may dwell with thee forever, to rejoice in thy presence, and 
thy name shall have all the praise. May our souls be fed 
with the bread of life and our thirst be slaked by the water 
of life ; and thy name looking forward shall have all the 
praise. Amen. 

A fitting selection followed by the quartette, 
whose reading will suggest its title: "Paradise," 
by Barnby. 

O Paradise ! Paradise ! 

Who doth not crave for rest? 
Who would Dot seek the happy land 

Where they that loved are blest? 

O Paradise ! Paradise ! 

We're looking, waiting here ; 
We long to be where Jesus is, 

To feel and see him near. 

O Paradise ! O Paradise ! 

We want to sin no more, 
We want to be as pure on earth 

As on Thy spotless shore. 
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Lord Jesus, Prince of Paradise I 
Oh, keep us in Thy love, 

And guide us to that happy land 
Of perfect rest above. 

Where loyal hearts and true 

Stand ever in the light, 
All rapture through and through, 

In God's most holy sight. Amen. 



The services closed with the benediction by 
the pastor. 
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The burial in the family lot, in Sural Ceme- 
tery, was strictly private. After a few selections 
from the Scriptures, a brief prayer was offered 
by the pastor, closing with the benediction 
"And now may He who hath given back to the 
dust and to the earth its own, grant you the 
consolation of the glorious immortality, into 
whose bliss He has called his beloved; and may 
He who hath brought life and immortality to 
light be your everlasting portion. Amen." 



IN MEMORIAM. 



F. B. K. 



Room In the ranks of Heaven ! room for one more 
Whose journey o'er, 

Has reached with raptured heart the further shore, 
The better land. 

Sing now your sweetest song, seraphic band ! 

Ope wide the gates of Heaven ! that we may give 

Ever to live, 
Back to his God, a noble type of good 

In full manhood, 
One who most faithful in his place has stood. 

Beautiful light of Heaven, illume our way 

While here we stay. 

Dispel the shadow that has spread its gloom, 
And cause to bloom 

Perennial flowers that have for grief no room. 
May 21, 1890. Mrs. C. H. M. 
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SERVICES AT WINTER PARK, FLORIDA. 



Impressive ceremonies were held in Winter 
Park, Florida, during the time of the obsequies 
in Worcester. They were a fitting tribute to 
the great benefactor of the College, the Church 
and the town. 

The Rev. President E. P. Hooker, D.D., re- 
ferred to him as follows, in the " Baccalaureate 
Sermon," delivered before the College, May 
25th : (Extract from the Orlando Record.) 

Dr. Hooker took for his text Matthew x : 7, "And as ye 
go, preach," commencing by paying an eloquent tribute to 
the memory of Mr. Francis B. Knowles, who died on the 
15th inst. The speaker said : "In the midst of our prepa- 
rations for the exercises and festivities of our first com- 
mencement, one of the best friends of the College has been 
removed from us by death. F. B. Knowles, Esq., after 
passing the winter among us in great feebleness and with 
many anticipations of the change as possibly near, has not 
been able to reach his home in Worcester, Mass., for which 
he very much longed, but has been taken, all too soon, it 
seems to us, to his heavenly home. Not too soon, indeed, 
for him, not in the Master's wiser thought, but too soon to 
our feeling, who seemed to need him so much. Rollins Col- 
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lege owes him a debt of gratitude which it can never pay. 
He did not wish payment. He has gone where he can re- 
ceive reward. The one pound of his service shall be ten 
pounds in reward. 

"The second time I saw Mr. Knowles, as I remember, 
was in the plain parlor of your unfinished parsonage. The 
proposition had just been made to found a college in Flor- 
ida, and Winter Park was competing for the location. He 
was spending only a few days here. His original subscrip- 
tion, as appears from the college books, was 85,000. Later 
he gave $8,000 towards the erection and furnishing of 
Knowles Hall. He gave $3,800 for the erection and furnish- 
ing of the Dining Hall. When a considerable debt had ac- 
cumulated, he gave $5,000 towards its liquidation. He has 
given $500 in scholarships. He has been one of our most 
cheerful and bountiful donors. Last summer he gave 
$1,500 toward meeting the deficit of the year before and for 
painting the college buildings. He has paid $200 on the 
five-year plan of subscription of $100 per year. Mr. 
Knowles was a great-hearted Christian man. What he has 
been doing for Rollins College he has been doing for other 
good works. Every good cause has been soliciting his aid. 
The poor rise up and call him blessed. He has been aiding 
largely in building churches and institutions for the needy. 
He has been supporting Christian workers in their field. It 
has been his privilege to be one of comparatively few to be 
able and to have the heart to give bountifully towards the 
advancement of Christ's kingdom in this wonderful day of 
Christian good will. His private charities were numerous 
and generous. Winter Park owes him a debt of gratitude 
in its various lines of enterprise. This Church owes much 
to him as one of the substantial builders of this house of 
worship. The pastor's family owe much to him for your 
parsonage. His hand has been in the building of nearly 
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every enterprise from the college, church, parsonage, Semi- 
nole down to very common things. Without him, we may 
safely say, the Winter Park of to-day would scarcely be. I 
say these things as a matter of merited tribute. I say them 
in a spirit of honor and gratitude to a benefactor of great 
enterprises. I say them of one to whom I believe the Mas- 
ter has already said, 'Well done.' " 
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ACTION OF PIEDMONT CHURCH. 

By the sudden death of Mr. Francis B. Knowles, at 
Washington, D. C, May 15 (on his way home from 
Florida), we now miss from among our number one 
whose relations to this Church during its entire history 
have been so vital, so helpful and so influential, that 
his loss is deeply felt in every department of the church 
work, as well as in the hearts of all its members. 

The first to discern the needs and the possibilities for 
church work in this section ; the first enrolled member 
of the Church when organized in 1872 ; the first super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school; the senior deacon, and 
a member of the standing committee during all the years 
of our history, Deacon Knowles was naturally and 
justly regarded as in a special sense the founder of this 
Church. 

The organization which he did so much to bring into 
existence he ever fostered and supported by the most 
unselfish outlay of personal effort, the exercise in its 
behalf of his sagacity and executive ability, and the 
generous expenditure of his money for its early needs 
and its subsequent growth. 

The distinction of being thus the founder and bene- 
factor of this Church is emphasized by the fact that in 
all this work he has been associated with a large body 
of able and devoted men, and has stood with them, a 
leader amongst leaders ; a position which he could have 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



46 

held only by the possession of an earnest and conse- 
crated heart, and a life devoted to the cause of Christ 
and the advancement of his kingdom on earth. 

Deeply beloved by those of us who have stood with 
him in intimate personal relations, bearing the burdens 
incident to the successful inauguration of a great enter- 
prise ; looked up to with an almost filial regard by 
those who have been privileged to know him only 
through the interest he has shown for the spiritual 
growth and welfare of the whole Church, and held in 
the highest respect and esteem by all, we hereby affec- 
tionately unite in recording our sense of loss at his re- 
moval from among us ; our tender sympathy for his 
family in their bereavement, and our gratitude to God 
for what he has been permitted to be and to do in all 
the sacred fellowships and associations which he has 
held among this people. May his death impress upon 
us all the deep truths which his life so richly illustrated. 

Respectfully submitted. 



LYMAN DRURY, 

GEO. 

GEO. 

Worcester, May 28, 1890. 



GEO. F. ORR, ( Committee. 
GEO. I. ALDEN, ) 
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ACTION OF PIEDMONT SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 



It has pleased God to take from our number Mr. 
Francis B. Knowles, for four years the first Superin- 
tendent of Piedmont Sabbath-school. We, his friends 
and fellow-workers in this school, wish to express our 
appreciation of his sincere devotion to a noble cause, 
and gratefully to remember his long and loving service 
for us, as an inspiration for future work. 

Mr. Knowles was elected at the first to take the 
chief part in laying the foundations of this Sabbath- 
school. He was eminently a man for foundations. By 
earnest faith and unsparing labor, he impressed his 
own individuality upon it, inspiring hope and courage, 
giving unity and strength to the new organization. He 
had good helpers but he was never behind any of them. 

He was a Bible man and he wanted this to be a Bible 
school. Whatever else came into it, he wished to have 
God's word hold the first place. To him it was more 
precious than gold. He loved to have it committed to 
memory. 

His large heart was a loving home for all the little or 
neglected ones, and his genial face was an invitation, 
even before his voice said "come with us and we will 
do you good." 

He was ever giving of his substance to bless others. 
He had faith in God and faith in man. He was a light 
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to many souls on their dark way, and he has left his 
light shining behind him. 

We, as a school, love and cherish his memory. We 
desire to keep alive in our hearts the Christian princi- 
ples which made him such a power for good in Pied- 
mont Church and in the world. 

AETHUE M. STONE," 

H. B. LINCOLN, f n 

C.T. HAYNES, > Committee. 

Mrs. M. P. HIGG1NS,. 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



ACTION OF PILGRIM CHURCH. 



Now that our Divine Lord has taken to Himself, Mr. 
F. B. Knowles, His friend and ours, we of Pilgrim 
Church and Society find it in our hearts to make tender 
and grateful record of his care for us, and our esteem 
for him. When we were but very few in numbers, he 
had the eye to foresee our mission, the heart to feel, 
the zeal to execute. He gave of his wealth without our 
asking, ever making the fulfilment richer than the 
promise. This confidence in the future of the Church, 
and generous gifts in early, critical years, made possi- 
ble for it a growth and usefulness otherwise beyond 
our reach. His daily prayers in our behalf remain as a 
memorial, and still continued, we believe, before the 
throne, are a living incitement. For his benefactions, 
we express our renewed gratitude ; to his ideal of 
spiritual life within the Church, our pledged loyalty ; 
to his memory, unfailing honor ; to the Saviour whose 
service he loved on earth, whose glory he beholds in 
heaven, our deeper consecration. We join our prayers 
that the blessings he sought so freely for others may 
return in richest mercies upon the smitten household, 
with whom we mourn. 

Rev. C. M. SOUTHGATE, 
WILLIAM O. BEMENT, 
HORACE HOBBS, 

Committee on Resolutions. 
4 
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ACTION OF THE DIRECTORS OF KNOWLES 
LOOM WORKS. 



Worcester, May 2 2d, 1890. 

The Committee appointed at a meeting of the Direct- 
ors of the Knowles Loom Works, called at the Office, 
May 19th, to take action in relation to the death of our 
late President, Francis B. Knowles, respectfully sub- 
mit the following : — 

In testimony of our profound sorrow over the sudden 
death of our beloved President, Francis B. Knowles, 
and with the deepest sense of the great loss we have 
sustained, We, the Directors of the Knowles Loom 
Works, desire to put on record some expression from 
our grief-stricken hearts of his great worth. 

His vacant chair reminds us constantly of our past 
associations with him in the discharge of our official 
duties. 

Our relations have always been of the most harmoni- 
ous kind and partaking more of the family than of the 
ordinary business associations. We feel in his death 
more keenly than we can express the loss of that wise 
counsel that ever showed such a rare combination of 
fatherly interest with prudent and careful advice. 

His lifelong motto: "The world shall be better for 
my having passed through it," has beta beautifully 
exemplified in his true Christian life and in his every 
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intercourse with men. And while in his death we 
realize the greatness of our loss, made doubly great by 
the sincere attachment of a friendship born of many 
years of constant and intimate associations, we can only 
say that he has ever been to us a devoted friend, a 
wise counsellor, of quiet, unostentatious and retiring 
manner and a true and worthy Christian ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the foregoing expression of our sym- 
pathy and love be spread upon our records, and a copy 
of the same be sent to the stricken family of the de- 
ceased, as an evidence of the depth and intensity of our 
feeling for them in this hour of their great sorrow. 

Adopted at a special meeting called for this purpose. 

H. H. MERRIAM, Clerk. 
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ACTION OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE 
CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK. 



Worcester, Mass., May 20, 1890. 
At a meeting of the Directors of the Central Na- 
tional Bank of this city, on Saturday, May 17, called 
to take action on the death of Francis Bangs 
Knowles, a Director in this Bank since January 
13, 1885, the following expression of the sentiments of 
the Board was unanimously adopted and ordered on 
record. 

The President and Directors of the Central National 
Bank of Worcester, have received with profound grief 
and regret information of the sudden decease at Wash- 
ington, of our esteemed friend and associate-director of 
this bank, Francis Bangs Knowles. 

Elected to that office a little more than five years ago 
as the successor of his brother, Hon. L. J. Knowles, 
he has performed its duties with great satisfaction to 
his associates and the public, having been, when his 
health permitted, a constant attendant and judicious 
adviser, at the meetings of this board. 

He was fully conscious of the frailty of his tenure 
upon life, and his sudden death, in its circumstances 
so like those of his late brother, found him not unpre- 
pared for the event. Although genial and cheerful in 
his intercourse with friends, actively engaged in impor- 
tant business, taking an interest in religion, politics and 
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other public affairs, he seemed always to feel that he 
stood in the immediate presence of death, and that any 
moment might be his last on earth. 

His relations with all the members of this board were 
most friendly and kind, and he often expressed his en- 
joyment of its meetings. 

Enterprising in business, the president of a large 
manufacturing corporation, devoted to his Church, 
kind to the poor, liberal in his charities, he is sincerely 
mourned by this community, who knew him well and 
will greatly miss him. 

A true copy. Attest : 

H. A. MARSH, 

Secretary. 

Resolved, That this board attend the funeral of the 
deceased, and that this Bank be closed during the 
funeral service, and that a copy of this expression and 
resolution of the board be sent to the family of the 
deceased. 

A true copy. Attest : 

H. A. MARSH, 

Secretary. 
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ACTION OF ROLLINS COLLEGE. 



Resolutions respecting the death of F. B. Knowles, 
of Worcester, Massachusetts, passed by the Corpora- 
tion of Rollins College of Winter Park, Orange cbunty, 
Florida : — 

Whereas, In the providence of God, our associate 
and much esteemed friend, Francis B. Knowles, Esq., 
has been removed from our number by death, therefore, 

Resolved, That we record our debt of gratitude to 
him and our gratitude to God, whose servant he was, 
for the generous assistance which he has rendered to 
this institution from the beginning. He aided us at 
the first, so that we could erect buildings, and assisted 
in providing the work of instruction. The coming 
growth and increasing influence, of which we are as- 
sured, will date back, largely, to his ready and bounti- 
ful hand. As the work has gone forward he has con- 
tinued our friend in many exigencies. We put on 
record our deep sense of loss. 

Resolved, That we express our sincere sympathy 
with Mrs. Knowles and their children and with the 
large circle of friends, here and elsewhere, who share 
in a loss which, so far as this life is concerned, seems 
irreparable. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to spread 
these resolutions upon the book of records of this 
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body ; that he also send a copy to Mrs. Knowles, and 
that copies be sent to the Times- Union, the Congrega- 
tionalist and the Worcester papers, with the request 
that they be printed in their columns. 



Winter Park, Florida, May 19, 1890. 

At a meeting of the Eesident Directors of the Or- 
lando and Winter Park Railway Co., held at the office 
of the Winter Park Co., at which the following were 
present: John E. Mizell, J. H. Abbott, Henry A. 
Chubb and J. S. Capen, the following action was 
taken : — 

Whereas, an all-wise Providence has removed from 
us by death our beloved President, Francis B. 
Knowles, and 

Whereas, His interest in our Company was so large, 
and his generosity towards us so great that to him we 
owe the completion of the road, and many acts of 
thoughtful kindness ; be it therefore 

Resolved, That we shall ever hold in highest appre- 
ciation his kindness and generosity, his pure and spot- 
less character ; his noble traits and sagacious advice. 

Resolved, That in his death this Board has lost a 
wise counsellor, a tried and true friend ; that we sym- 
pathize with his deeply afflicted family ; while bowing 
with submission to the Divine Decree. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Company be re- 
quested to spread these Eesolutions upon the Company 
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records ; that a copy be forwarded to the family of the 
deceased and that they be published in the Orlando 
Record. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 
A true copy. Attest : 

JOHN R. MIZELL, Vice-Pres. 
JAMES S. CAPEN, AcCg Sec'y. 



The following resolutions of respect to the memory of 
the Honorable Francis B. Knowles were adopted by 
the Heather Island Orange Grove Company, at its 
annual meeting held at Old Point Comfort, Va., on 
Wednesday, the 25th day of June, 1890 : — 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God in his in- 
scrutable wisdom to make death the penalty of life, 
which every man has sooner or later to pay to nature ; 
and 

Whereas, that dread messenger has entered our 
midst since the last meeting of this Company, and 
taken from it one of its most esteemed and respected 
members ; now therefore, be it 

Resolved, First. — That we, the Stockholders of the 
Heather Island Orange Grove Company, have heard of 
the death of the Honorable Francis B. Knowles, with 
profound regret and sincere sorrow ; 

Second. — That in his death, we recognize that his 
State has lost a valued citizen, whose life was full of 
good works and furnished an example worthy of imita- 
tion by his fellow-citizens ; that his family have lost a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



57 

devoted Husband and Father, and this Company an 
able counsellor and true friend. 

Third. — That these resolutions be incorporated in 
the minutes of this meeting and his name be inscribed 
upon a page of the book of records of this Company, 
which shall be kept sacred to his memory. 

Fourth. — That a copy of these resolutions, properly 
engrossed, shall be delivered by the Secretary of this 
Company to the family of Mr. Knowles, as an expres- 
sion by this Company of its profound sympathy with 
them in their sad bereavement. 

A. N. WILDMAN, > n 

THOMAS W. STRANGE, \ ^ omm%ttee * 
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